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The extract below, be'mg a Ioriqf exp lanation of the seven modes of Veading Suratu [-Fatiha, is ﬁ'om the
famous poem Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh al-Tahani, by Imam Abu Muhammad Al-Qasim al-Shatibi, also

known as the Shatibiyya.
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2. The 7 lmams with their respective rawi’s.
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3. Translation and commentary on the text.

Verse 1
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As fov those Veading ‘Malik’ without an A[if, aﬁer the ‘Mim’ in the verse, Malik yaumi d-din’ then Vefer to
the words ‘Rawi’ and ‘Nasirun’. The letter Ra’ in the ‘Rawi’ is the symbol or codle for Imam Kisa'i while the
‘Nun'’ in the word ‘nasirun’ is the symbol or code for Imam ‘Asim. Imam Kisa'i and Imam ‘Asim read the
word ‘Malik’ with an Alif after the ‘Mim’ while the remaining five Imams’, together with their respective

rawi’s read ‘Malile’ without the A['Lfaﬁer the ‘Min’.

The word ‘Malik’ without the alif. The word ‘Malik’ with the alif.
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Reading with an alif after the ‘Mim’ is referred to in the science of Tajwid as ‘Madd’ meaning to elongate
the Mim’.

Those who read with ‘Mad’, according to ITmam Shatibi include, ‘Isa bin ‘Umar, Abu Hatim, Abu Bakr bin
Mby'ahid, Abu Tahir bin Abi Hashim, Qajada, al-‘Amash, Abi Mundhir, Abu Bakr, Umar, ‘Uthman,
Talha, Zubayr, ibn Mas'ud, Muadh ibn Jabal and many more of the companions (May Allah be pleased
with them) of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) as well as many of the Tabi'un (May Allah be pleased with
them).

Those who read with Qasr ie. with the alif or without ‘Madd’ include Abu Dawud, Umar ibn ‘Abbas,
Muyjahid, Abu Ja'far, ibn Jurayj, Yahya bin Wathab and many more of the companions (May Allah be
pleased with them) of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) as well as many of the Tabi'un (May Allah be

pleased with them).




Qunbul reads the words ‘Sivat’ and ‘al-Sirat’ with a ‘Sin” while the remaining Imams, exc[uding Hamza
with his two Rawi’s, reads with e ‘Sad’. As for the rules of the recitation of Imam Hamza on the word

Sirat’ and ‘al-Sirat’, it fo”ows in the next verse.

Examples of [Sirat] in the Quran includes
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Examples of [al-Sivat] in the Quran includes

(Feiind] 21 Brzal Gaaly

The word “Sirat’ with the ‘Sad’ The word “Sirat’ with the “Sin’
- e T 1, -
Loy L2l L g Ll

Verse 2
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This verse refers to the two Raw?s, Khalaf and Khallad, both of whom narrate from tmam Hamza. mam
al-Shatibi here explains the rule of /s/manm” n the subject o field of Recitation of the Quran, Ishmam s
an indication or a mixture of two letters, the mouth making the shape of the one letter, while the sound
emitting is that of the other letter. The letters of /s/mam by Khalaf and Khallad include the ‘Saaand the
“Zai The mouth will form the shape of the “Sacl’ which is a full letter, referred to as fafkhim, while the

sound will be that of the ‘Zar’ The word in which the /s/hmam is made is ‘al-Sirat’ and ‘Sirat’. Kha[af




makes /shmam on the ﬁrst one on[y and reads ‘Thdina Zrata [—Mustaqim’. Khallad app[ies the Ishmam

on both and reads ‘Thdina Zairata [—Mustqim’ and ‘Arata [-ladhina an ’Amta...
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The word ‘Sirat” without the ‘Zai’

The word “al-Sirat” with the “Zai’
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Verse 3
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Imam Hamza reads ‘A[ayh[m, Hayh[m and Ladayh[m with a Dhamma on the ‘Ha’ instead of a Kasrah,

while stopping o on these words or Veading through. Hamza therefore reads ‘Alayhum, ][ayhum and

Ladayhum throughout the Quran.

‘A[ayhim, ][ayhim and Ladayhim with a kasrah on each Ha.
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‘Alayhum, 1layhum and Ladayhum with a dhamma on each Ha.
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Verse 4
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And when reading ’chvough (wasl) a mim a/jlzzm’ Le ‘him. ‘hum tum’ ﬁ/zum, lahum, wahum,
Rabbuhum and the likes, which is followed by a mutaharrik i.e any letter with a /araka, then the letter
‘dal’in the word ‘dirakan’as seen in the above verse of the poem, reads this ‘nim al-jam with a dhamma

followed by a ‘waw sakinal. ‘Dal’, according to Tmam Shatibi is the symbol for Imam 1bn Kathir and his
two rawi’s, namely, al-Bazzi and Qunbul.

Qalun reads with a choice of either applying this rule i.e. the ‘mim al-jam” or leaving it as is Le. the same

way Imam Hafs ‘an ‘Asim reads.

Examp les of how Q@[un and 1bn Kathir read the mim a[—) ami’
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And Allah knows best.




